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PART I. ENACTMENT

Chapter 5 of the Code of Ordinances of DeKalb County, Georgia, is deleted in its
entively and a new Chapler 5 is enacted to read as follows:
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regardless of where such animal may be found or kept.

Adequate care means exhibiting attention fo the needs of an animal, including but not limited to,
the provision of food, water, shelter, sanitary, safe and healthy conditions, and adequate and
timely veterinary medical atfention necessary to maintain good health for the specific age, size,
species, and breed of animal.

Adeguate food means sufficient quantity of non-contaminated and nutritionally healthy
sustenance that is appropriate to the species, breed, size, age and health of the animal, or at the
direction of a licensed vetetinarian; which is sufficient to prevent starvation, malnutrition, or risk
to the animal's health. Garbage, spoiled, rancid, or contaminated food is not adequate food.

Adequate shelter means a protective covering for a domestic animal that provides adequate space
and protection to maintain the animal in a state of good health, and that prevents pain, suffering,
or significant risk to the animal's health. Adequate shelier shall consist of a completely enclosed
structure with four (4) sides, a constructed floor, and a roof with a door opening. It should also
be clean, dry and compatible with current weather conditions, in addition to age, size, species
and condition of the animal. The structure should be of sufficient size to allow the animal fo
stand, turn around, lie down and go in and out of the siructure comfortably. To be adequate,
some type of bedding that is quick drying, such as hay or pine straw, must be provided to
maintain comfortable temperatures within the structure during times when the ambient, outside
temperature is below freezing. In addition, the structure shall include a heavy plastic or rubber
flap to cover the door and/or window openings during the months of November through March,
From April through October, the structure shall either be shaded or moved out of direct sunlight,
If the shelter is made of wood, it shall be raised at least two (2) inches off the ground to prevent
seepage or roiting. Examples of inadequate shelter include, but are not limited to, lean-tos, metal
or plastic drums, boxes, abandoned vehicles, porches, decks, or material that does not provide
sufficient protection from the elements.

Adequate water means clean, fresh, potable water sufficient to prevent dehydration and properly
sustain health presented in a clean dish, free from contamination. Examples of inadequate water
include, but are not limited to, snow, ice and rancid/contaminated water.

. { Formatted: English (U.S.) j

Arimal at large means any animal moving without physical restraint and not on its owner's
property.

Arimal enforcement gfficer means any person authorized by the governing authority or by law to
enforce the provisions of this chapter.
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Classified animal means any animal that has been classified as either a dangerous or
vicious animal pursuant to this chapter or comparably classified by the state of Georgia.
or by any court, hearing officer, or authorized government agency of any other state

county or municipality.

Classified animal pen means a padlocked pen, as that term is defined in this chapter,
made entirely of industrial gauge fencing with a door or gate equipped with a working

lock. The classified animal pen must contain adequate shelter, as that term is defined in J[ gg:dmattem English (4.5.), Border: : (No ]
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Electronic animal confinement sysiem shall mean a commercially produced, functioning and
professionally installed electronic fence which utilizes an invisible electrically generated
perimeter, in which the animal within the perimeter wears an electronic collar that produces an
electric shock when the animal approaches or exceeds the perimeter.

Euthanasia means the legal act of putting an animal to death using humane methods,
recommended by the American Veterinary Medical Association Panel on Euthanasia and
approved by the Georgia Department of Agriculture, as defined by Georgia law in the Georgia
Animal Protection Act, as may hereinafter be amended.

Fence means any structure of wire, wood, stone or other material, which is of sufficient height
and strength to act as a barrier against passage of the animal it is intended to enclose. A fence
must be sufficient to prevent the animal from being able to jump, dig, or escape from
confinement,

Garbage means all refuse matter/effiuent, either animal or vegetable by-product from a
restaurant, kitchen, or meat/pouitry processing establishment; spoiled/rancid food and refuse
accumulation of animal, fruit, or vegetable matter, liquid or otherwise, that is normally
discarded.

Guard dog means a dog trained to attack persons or other animals independently or upon oral
command; ot a dog that, while not so trained, is reasonably expected to perform as a guardian of
its owner and/or the property upon which the dog is located.

Hazardous animal means an animal that may be harmful to humans or other animals by virtue of
its ability to produce poison or, due to its size and feeding habits, could prey on humans as a
food source. Hazardous animals include, but are not limited to, pit vipers {genus Crotalidae),
coral snakes (genus Micrurus), poisonous spiders, frogs, large reptiles, Nile monitors, caiman,
alligators, crocodiles, and [arge consiricting snakes greater than ten (10) feet in length.

Identification means any tag, tattoo, microchip, or other type of marking that can be used to
locate an animal's owner.

Kennel means any establishment, other than an animal shelter, where animals are maintained for
boarding, holding, training, or other similar purposes for a fee or compensation.

Law enforcement agency means any division of the DeKalb County police depattment or other
governmental agency with law enforcement powers operating within DeKalb County.
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of food or drink, or the act of restraining an animal in a manner that endangers the
animal’s life or health, Other acts considered to be neglect include, but are not limited to:

[0} Fajling to provide reasonable care or seek veterinary eare for an injury or illness

that seriously endangers the life or health of an animal; or

(2) Leaving an animal outside and exposed to excessive heat or cold without

providing the animal with adequate shelter or protection from the heat or cold, or
exposing an animal to unsanitary conditions.

Official Certificate of Veferinarian Inspection Health Certificate (“OCVI]_Health 2

Certificate™) means a legible certificate issued by an accredited veterinarian either on an L

official form of the State of Georgia or an eguivalent official form of the United States

Department of Agriculture, [Formatted Fot: Arlal, 10.5 pt, English {U.S,),
-

upowned.

Pen means a pad locked, fenced area within a perimeter fenced area that has secure sides that are  *,
buried two (2) feet into the ground ot sunken in concrete and a secure top.

Police chief means the police chief of the DeKalb County police department or designee(s).

Proper enclosure means any structure or device used fo restrict an animal to a limited amount of
space such as a fenced area, electronic animal confinement system, building, house, pen, or other
device or structure out of which an animal cannot climb, dig, jump, or otherwise escape.

Qualified adoption facilitator, rescue group and auimal shelter means an_organization
offering animals for adoption so long as the organization is licensed as a shelter by the
state of Georgia; or if not incorporated in Georgia, is & non-profit organization under

section 501(c) (3} of the Internal Revenue Code: and has the express mission/business
function of facilitating the sterilization and adoption of homeless and unwanted animals,

A copy of the state license or the Internal Revenue Service letter of non-profit
designation shall be provided to the County upon request,
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county board of health; or records of any federal or state court,

Secondary means of second rank; not primary.

Serious injury means any physical infury that creates a substantial risk of death; results in

death, broken or dislocated bones, lacerations requiring multiple sutures, or disfiguring
ayulsions; requires plastic surgery or admission to a_hospital; or results in protracted
impairment of health, including transmission of an infection or contagious disease, or
impairment of the function of any bodily organ,

.4 Formatted: Engiish (U.S.) B

disfiguring lacerations requiring multiple sutures or cosmetic surgery or significant medical
procedures or a physical injury that results in death.

Spay/neuter certificate means documentation that certifies that the animal listed therein has been
sterilized as of the date of surgery,

Sterilized animal means an animal that has been surgically or chemically altered by a licensed
veterinarian in order to render the animal incapable of reproduction,

Stray animal_means any animal at large, whether lost by its owner or otherwise, that may
be_in_the common areas of apartments, condominiums, trailer parks or other multi-
residential premises, or any other property or public area without being controlled by a
leash, that does not have an identification tag or microchip, and otherwise has no
identifiable owner. Cats in the community cat program shall not be classified as strays,

commonly used for the size and type of animal involved. An animal is not considered tethered
when the animal is attached to a stationary object, as long as the ownet or custodian is physically
within reach of the animal. Any tethering device used to tether an animal must be at least ten
(10) feet in length.

Unsanitary conditions means an animal living space, shelter, or exercise area contaminated by
health hazards, irritants, pollutants, items, or conditions that endanger or pose a risk to an
animal's health.

Veteringry medical attention means care or supervision by a properly licensed practitioner of
veterinary medicine as defined by Georgia law, sufficient to maintain an animal in a state of
good health and prevent pain and suffering by an animal.

Vrc::ous .ar_ﬂmal means ong_that ipﬂlcts serious_jnjury on a person, or one_that causes {Formatted Engish (U.5) )
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animal's behavior, includirig, but not limited to, chasing, biting, or otherwise jeopardizing the
safety or welfare of the public, regardless of whether such behavior is motivated by
mischievousness, playfulness, or ferocity,

(b) If the owner of an animal is a minor, the parent or guardian of such minor shafl be
responsible to ensure full compliance with the requirements of this chapter.

.. - = | Formatted: Keep with next, Tab stops: Not at
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deposited by the animal on any street or right-of-way. The provisions of this subsection shall not
apply to any animal aiding the handicapped (e.g., guide dog) or to an animal used for law
enforcement related activities,

(d) __Owners may_not allow any domesticated or other anjmals within their control to

make any vocalizations in violation of the county noise ordinance.

.| Formatted: English (U S) )

(a) It shail be the duty of every owner of an animal to ensure that the animal is kept under
restraint, and that precautions are taken to prevent the animal from leaving, while unattended, the
real property limits of its owner.

(b) It shall be the duty of every owner of an animal to ensure that the animal is securely and
humanely enclosed within a proper enclosure as a means of primary restraint. Such enclosure
must be securely locked at any time the animal is left unattended. When outside the proper
enclosure but on the owner's property, it shall be the duty of every owner of an animal to ensure
that the animal is humanely secured by a leash or lead and under the control of a responsible and
competent person; or off leash but under the direct control of a responsible and competent person
who is physically present with the animal, provided that such animal is obedient to that person's
command.

{c) Any animal that is housed outside of its owner’s house shall be housed in a proper enclosure
that complies with the provisions of this Code. The owner shall also ensure that the proper
enclosure contains at least one hundred {100} square feet of open space as that term is defined in

Chapter 27 of this Code.
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(e) As a secondary means of restraint to a proper enclosure, an animal may be attached to a
running cable line or trolley system providing that:

()

(1) A running cable ling or trolley system is set inside a proper enclosure:
(2) Only one (1) animal may be attached to each running cable line or trolley system;

(3) No animal may be attached to a running cable line or trolley system for more than
twelve (12) hours in a twenty-four-hour period;

(4) No animal may be attached to a running cable line or trolley system between the hours
of 10:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m.;

(5) Tethers and cables attaching the animal to the running cable line or trolley system
must be made of a substance which cannot be chewed by the animal and shall not weigh
more than five (5) percent of the body weight of the animal tethered;

(6) A running cable line or trolley system must have a swivel installed at each end and be
attached to a stationary object that cannot be moved by the animal;

(7) The running cable line or trolley system must be at least ten (10) feet in length and
mounted at least four (4) feet and no more than seven (7) feet above ground level;

{8) The length of the tether from the running cable line or trolley system to the animal's
collar should allow access to the maximum available exercise area and atlow the animal
free access to food, water, and shelter;

(9) Be attached to a properly fitted hamess or collar not used for the display of a current
rabies tag and other identification; and with enough room between the collar and the dog's
throat through which two (2) fingers may fit. Choke collars and pinch collars are prohibited
for the purpose of tethering an animal to a running cable line or trolley system; and

{10) Be tethered at sufficient distance from any other objects to prohibit the tangling of the
cable, from extending over an object or an edge that could result in injury of strangulation
of the animal and be of sufficient distance from any fence so as to prohibit the animal
access to the fence.

If an electronic animal confinement system is used to confine an animal, it shall:

(1) Provide a properly fitted and working signal device that will be worn by the animal to
be enclosed.

(2) Contain permanent and prominently displayed signs at twenty-five (25) feet intervals
around the entire perimeter of the electronic animal confinement system. The signs shall be
no smaller than six (6) inches square, and shall read: "Caution—Electronic Animal
Confinement System,"

Sec, 5-4. - Duty to restrain while off owner’s property.

It shall be the duty of any person to keep an animal under restraint and control at ail times while
the animal is off the real property limits of the owner. Such areas shall not include county parks
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that are specifically designated as off leash areas.
Sec. 5-5. - Animals at large.

It shall be unlawful for the owner of an animal to allow it to run at large unattended on or about
the streets, right of ways, and highways of unincorporated DeKalb County; in any DeKalb
County park, except in county parks that are specifically designated as off leash areas;
unattended on or about the common propeity of any apariment complex or condominium
community; or on the property of another person without permission of the owner of that
property. This section shall not apply to dogs being used for hunting in accordance with state
law, rules and regulations.

Sec. 5-6. - Abandonment.

It shall be unlawful for anyone to knowingly abandon, or to aid in the abandonment of, any
domesticated animal on any property located in unincorporated DeKalb County. ,

Wt Widow/Orphan contro), Adjust space betwean
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(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to commit an act of cruelty towards any AR

animal- exceptthatapersonmay, .

1 Defend his person or property, or the person or property of another, from

injury or damage being caused by an animal; or

{2)  Kill any gnimal causing injury or damage to any livestock, poultry or pet
animal,

(b} The method uged for killing the animal shall be as humane as possible under the
circumstances, A person who humanely kills an animal under the circumstances

indicated in subsection (a) of this section shall incut no penalty for such death.

(¢) This section shall not be construed to fimit in any way the authority or duty of any
law enforcement officer, dog or rabies control officer, humane society or

yeterinatian.
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HPursuant to 1979 Ga. Laws 516, if the police chief learns of the existence of a_
allyd :

dangerous animal or vicious animal, the police chief shall

owner of the animal to appear before 3 judge of the DeKalb County recorder's

court or magistrate court, as specified below, at 2 date and time certain_po earlier

than fifteen (15) days afler service, to conduct a hearing as to the appropriate

classification of the animal. The summons so issued shall be served on the owner
crsonally. Prior to July 1, 2015, such actions shall be heard in DeKalb Count

recorder’s court and after July 1, 2015. such actions shall be heard in DeKalb

County magisirate court. The police chief shal! also immediately impound the

animal believed to be dangerous or i —vicious,

The court shall determine after a hearing if the animal is to be classified as a
dangerous animal or § vicious, animal. In making its findings
in this regard, the court shall enter a written order notifying the animal's owner
and the police chief of its decision.

If the coutt classifics the animal as dangerous or potentially-dangerousvicious,
and no appeal is filed, the owner shall be required to obtain from the police chief
an annual certificate of registration in compliance with the requirements of this

chapter—ﬁ%—ﬁhe—peﬁee—eh*eﬁa No potential

animal shall be released to its owners until such certificate is issued by the police
chief.

If the owner fails to obtain the certificate of registration within thirty (30) days of

he igsuance of the order classifying the animaj ps _required—by—this
shapterdangerous or vicious, the animal will ot-be—relessed—and-willpe _

euthanized no egrlier than 35 days after the issuance of the order so clagsifying the
anima_!. The animal s

hall not be_euthanized if the owner appeals the _court's

then cause a summons to be issued within seventy-two (72) houts requiring the

-
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after the date of the final order of court u holding the classification order. Durin

the pendency of any such appeal by the owner, the animai shall not be released to

its owner until the appeal is concluded and the certificate of registration is issued
to the owner, if applicable. In such event, the animal will be housed at a licensed
veterinarian's office or a licensed kennel and the cost of such detention shall be
borne by the owner of the animal. In the event the county appeals the court's
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order, the animal shall not be released to its owner until the appeal is concluded
and the certificate of registration is issued to the owner, if applicable. In the event
of an appeal by the county, the animal will be housed in the animal service center
and the cost of such detention shall be borne by the county. '
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issued to the owner upon receipt of all of the following:

(1) Written evidence that the animal is permanently identified by insertion of
a microchip by a licensed veterinarian. Said chip must be registered with
the chip parent company and the police chief within fifteen(15thirty (30)
days of an order c]assnfymg the anlmal as dangerous or petentially

conclusion of any appeal of a court's order that upholds the classification

of an animal as dangerous or petentially-dengerousvicious;
(2) A copy of a current policy of insurance in the minimum ga_.mount of t—weﬂ%y-

to transact business in the State of Gemgla insuring the owner of theg
dangerous ammal—er——peben&aﬂy—dmgesem, and seventx—f ive thousan

petenﬂallygersgnal injury caused by the, dan gerous_qr_v_lggqs animal;

€))] Written or photographic proof that the animal wnll be conf ned as—deﬁﬁed
in-seetion-5-13-when-allowed-sutdoersi

(4)  Written evidence that the animal has been sterilized by a licensed
veterinarian,

must be available for microchip scanning to prowcle positive identification of the

dangerous animal or petential-dangerous-animal—tthevicious animal, A vicious
animal shall not bg transferred, sold or donated $o any other person unless it is
elinguished to a govemmental facility or a veterinarian to be euthanized If a

the most current certificate of reglstration must pr0v1de the police chief with the
name, address, and telephone number of the new owner within thirty 30 days of

to all requirements of this Code upon transfer of such animal-_and such new
owner must register the animal in his or her name within thirty {30) days of the
sale or transfer of the animal to such new owner.,

notify the police chief in writing *mmedx-a%el-yuupe&wnthm f‘ fteen (15) days after,

changing hisfher address. Such written notice shall provide the owner's new

12
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address and telephone number. The owner shall promptly obtain a new certificate
of registration reflecting the new address if such address is located within the
county.

{e}  The owner of a dangereus-animal-or potentislly-dangerousclassified animal shall 7
notify the police chief in wrltmg ﬂﬁmeémte}y—upenwnthm seventy—two ;721 hour

. { Formatted: English (u.S.) )

after after, moving ’[Formatted- English {(U.S.) ]
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the owner and the owner shall immediately-obtain ?_C_elltl_ﬁpf_’-t? of registration for_ . - - { Formatted: English (U.S.) ]
the animal:_within seventy-two (72) hours after moving into the county., - { Farmatted: Engiish (U.s,) )

No certificate of regisiration shall be issued to any person who has been convicted
of two or more violations of this chapter. No person shall be the owner of more
than one vicious animal. No certificate of registration for a vicious animal shall
be issued to any person who has been convicted of:

(1} a serious violent felony as defined in O.C.G.A. § 17-10-6.1;

(2) the felony of dog fighting as provided for in Q.C.G.A. § 16-12-37 or the
felony of aggravaied cruelty to animals as provided forin_ 0.C.G.A.  §16-12-4;

or

(3) a felony involving trafficking in cocaine, illegal drugs, marijuana,
methamphetamine, or ecstasy as provided for in 0.C.G.A. §§16-13-31 and
16-13-31.1

from_the time of conviction until iwo years afier completion of his or her
sentence. The restrictions imposed by this subsection also apply to any person
residing with such convigted person.
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Sec. 5-17. - Rabies tag; rabies vaccination and animal registration, =~~~ et
) (a) _ [The requirements of this section only apply to owners of dogs, cats or ferrets,” <~

&) (b JThe chief executive officer shall promulgate and administer the process for ‘\\

verification of rabies vaccinations and registration of dogs, cats or ferrets set forth in this section N

and may utilize county employees or third parties to handle any or all parts of this process. The  *+
chief executive officer shall determine what information is needed from veterinartans and owners

in order to verify rabies vaccinations and complete the required registration process.

-

-

) (e} Veterinarians shall verify that an animal has received a rabies vaccination and_ -~

shall advise the county or its designee of said vaccination in 2 manner and form specified by the
chief executive officer.

-

4
£
’

i
_____________________________________________________ b
inoculated animal and shali forward such information and verification of the rabies vaceination N

to the county or its designee within thirty (30 days of inoculation of every dog, cat, or ferret. /]

i ’

I /
’
t,
’

2 (2) Upon receipt of verification_of rabies vaccination and the required registration

____________________________________________ s

information, the county or its designee shall contact the owner of the inoculated dog, cat, or ;.

ferret and shall require the owner to register the animal with the county. Upon registration of the i
dog, cat or ferret and payment of the registration fee, the county or its designee shall forward the A
appropriate rabies inoculation tag for that animal to the owner., i
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time of inoculation in the manner provided in this section. If a veterinarian agrees to handle
registration, rabies inoculation tags shall be provided to licensed veterinarians. At the time of
inoculation, veterinarians shall request that owners simultaneously pay the county's registration
fee, which if collected shall be forwarded with the registration form and rabies certificate to the
county or its designee by the veterinarian. For every registration fee collected by the veterinarian
and remitted to the county or its designee, the veterinarian may keep an administrative
processing fee in an amount to be established by the governing authority,

A
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shall be kept for a period of time as set forth in section 5-22. Thereafter, if the animal is
not claimed, the animal may be disposed of in 2 humane fashion in accordance with the

provisions of 0.C.G.A. § 4-11-5.1,¢f seq, _ - - { Formatted: English U.5.)

§.
~. ‘LFormatted: Font: Ttalic, English (U.5.)

(d)  Any stray cat that is without any traceable form of indentification brought to the {Formatted: Englien (1.5

aus
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(e) No healthy ear-tipped cat or free-roaming cat deemed eligible for the community

cat program shall be impounded.
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order the euthanasia of an animal if the court finds, after notice and
opportunity for hearing, that the animal has seriously injured a human or

presents a danger to humans net suitable for control under this chapter

and:

(1) The owner or gustodian of the animal has been convieted of a
violation of any state criminal law and the crime was related to

such animal; or

(2) Any local governmental authority has filed with the court a civil
action requesting the euthanasia of the animal.
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Sec, 5-20. - Right of entry.

The police chief may use any force necessary to remove any animal locked in a closed vehicle

the animal exhibits distress, including but not limited to, excessive panting or drooling, seizures,

........... ar-aho = a

s Pe H e Viy O DOV E-Q

Sec. 5-21. - Fees and miscellaneous regulations.

(a) The fee schedule and refund policy with respect to all services performed in connection
with enforcement of this chapter shall be set by official action of the governing authority, The
fee schedule and refund policy shall be maintained by the clerk to the board of commissioners
and a copy shall be available to the public at the police department.

(b) Veterinarians shall return spay/neutered certificates to the chief of police within thirty (30)
days of the date of surgery. Vouchers for county requested sterilization submitted by
veterinarians for payment more than one (1) year after the date of surgery will not be honored for
payment.
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fine of not less than five hundred dollars (
punishment imposed by the court.

fe——VYpon-a-sesend-and(k) Upon any conviction for a violation of section 5-8. the
cpurt shall impose & fine of not less than eight hundred dollars ($800.00) in addition to
any other penalty or pupishment imposed by the court,

) Upon a second or, subsequent conviction of a viclation of section 5-16, the court

of5 d);7, the court shall impose a
$500.00) in addition to any other penalty or

shall impose a fine of not less than five hundred dollars ($500.00) in addition to any other
penalty or punishment imposed by the court,

(im)__ Upon a third-andsecond or, subsequent conviction within-a—twelve—(12)—menth
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Sec, 5-29. OCVI Health Certificate required.
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to give the new owner a current. valid OCVI Health Certificate at the time of
exchange or sale. The OCVI Health Certificate must be available for_review

by potential new owners at the time any dog or cat is offered for sale or
exchange, for valuable consideration. A current OCVI Health Certificate

must be presented to any animat control officer upon request for review,

(b) Qualified adoption facilitators, rescue groups, and animal shelters are

{¢)  Each animal found to be without an QCVI Health Certificate shall apply

be considered a separate
violation of this section by the owner of the animal, Animals shall not be

subject to impoundment for violations of this section,

Sec. 5-30, Classifications of animals in previous ordinances/compliance.
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‘{ Formatted: Centered, Indent; Left: 0.5 _]
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PART Il. EFFECTIVE DATE "

This ordinance shall become effective after adoption by the Board of Commissioners and

approval by the Chief Executive Officer.

.- - {Formatted: Centered j

PART 1II. SEVERABILITY

Should any section or provision of this ordinance be declared by a court of competent
Jjurisdiction to be invalid or unconstitutional, such decision shall not affect the validity of the
otdinance as a whole nor any part thereof other than the part so declared to be invalid or
unconstitutional, All ordinances or resolutions or parts thereof in conflict with this ordinance are

repealed.

ADOPTED by the DeKalb County Board of Commissioners, this day of

, 2015.
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APPROVED by the Chief Executive Officer of DeKalb County, this day of, ___+..-{ Formatted: Font: Not Bold )
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, 2015, -
LEE MAY
Interim Chief Executive Officer
DeKalb County, Georgia
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BARBARA H. SANDERS, CCC O.V. BRANTLEY
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and Chief Executive Officer of
DeKalb County
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